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A Quick Reference to the Language of Purpose, Design, and Calling
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INTRODUCTION
Understanding your purpose begins with understanding the vocabulary of purpose. This cheatsheet defines the essential terms that shape your discovery journey — from who you are to why you exist and how to live it out fully. 
Use this as a quick reference when reading, learning, coaching, or completing assessments.

CORE PURPOSE VOCABULARY
	Term
	Definition
	Reflection Question

	Purpose
	The original intent in the mind of the Creator for a creation. It answers why something exists.
	What was I created to fulfill that serves others and glorifies God?

	Calling
	The specific assignment or direction through which you fulfill the purpose of your existence in a season or lifetime.
	What is God calling me to do right now?

	Design
	The unique composition of your abilities, gifts, passions, and personality created to serve purpose.
	What makes me me — and how does that fit my assignment?

	Mission
	The actionable expression of your calling; the work you do to fulfill purpose in a given sphere.
	How am I putting my calling into visible impact?

	Vision
	The picture of your future fulfillment of purpose — what success looks like when you’re aligned.
	What would my life look like when I’m living in full purpose?

	Assignment
	The present task, project, or duty tied to your calling and purpose.
	What am I meant to be doing right now?

	Gift (Spiritual/Natural)
	The inbuilt capacity to function effectively in certain areas, supernaturally or naturally.
	Which abilities come easily and bring life when I use them?

	Passion
	The intense desire or burden that energizes your actions toward a cause or purpose.
	What topics or issues deeply move or excite me?

	Grace
	The divine empowerment that enables you to function beyond your natural ability.
	What can I do effortlessly that others find difficult?

	Burden
	The emotional or spiritual weight you feel toward solving a particular problem.
	What problem do I feel compelled to solve, even without reward?

	Impact
	The measurable difference your life or work makes in others.
	Who is changed when I live on purpose?

	Fruitfulness
	The outcome or visible result of walking in purpose — transformation and growth.
	What lasting results show that I am living purposefully?

	Season
	The time frame or stage of your journey where specific assignments or focus areas apply.
	What season am I currently in — learning, building, or multiplying?

	Alignment
	When your identity, design, calling, and actions work together in harmony with purpose.
	Am I living in a way that matches who I’m meant to be?




EXTENDED PURPOSE VOCABULARY
	Term
	Meaning
	Use Tip

	Potential
	Dormant ability; what you could do but haven’t yet manifested.
	Ask: “What have I not yet expressed that’s in me?”

	Destiny
	The divinely predetermined outcome of fulfilling purpose.
	Your destiny is not discovered but walked into through purpose.

	Fulfillment
	The satisfaction and peace that come from living aligned with purpose.
	Fulfillment is not success; it’s alignment.

	Influence
	The power to shape thoughts, lives, or culture through purpose.
	You are called to influence where you are designed to serve.

	Sphere
	The field, environment, or community where the purpose of your existence finds expression.
	Your sphere could be education, business, ministry, or family.

	Identity
	The true understanding of who you are in your Creator’s design.
	Without identity, calling feels confusing.

	Stewardship
	Managing what has been entrusted to you for divine purpose.
	Steward your time, talents, and relationships wisely.

	Transformation
	The inner and outer change that occurs through living purposefully.
	Your growth proves your purpose is active.



PRACTICAL USES
1. Use it during coaching sessions as a reference glossary.
2. Attach it to your G.D.C.P. workbook or assessment reports.
3. Keep it as a pre-course handout for your programs.
4. Add a short “Vocabulary Quiz” online to test learners’ understanding.

REFLECTION SPACE
Choose three words from this cheatsheet that define where you are right now.
Write what each word means to your journey of discovering and fulfilling purpose.
	Word
	What It Means to Me
	Action to Take

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





Next Step:
Take the Realignment Diagnostic Assessment or join a Purpose Alignment Workshop at
🌐www.joshuaonpurpose.com/assessments
Visit www.joshuaonpurpose.com/booking to book Joshua for speaking engagements on purpose and fulfillment related topics. 
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